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"Too late! It's already started!" That was the main response | received to my previous column that bore the 
headline: "We can't allow the carnage in America's streets to come to Canada". 


It was in the short time between when | wrote the piece and when it was published that "peaceful protesters" tore 
down the statue of Sir John A. Macdonald in Montreal, a scene that saw a viral response of dismay erupt from a 
large part of the nation. 


Around the same time, seven police officers were injured - some sent to hospital - following a protest that got out of 
hand in midtown Toronto, also on Saturday. Seven. That's a lot. 


Yes, maybe my words did come too late. Maybe the carnage has already begun. 


It certainly looks awful, what's happening in the streets of America. The damage continues and the death toll and 
injury count increases. Yet many of the statements from politicians, media figures, corporations and celebrities 
seem to only goad the anarchy on. 


Let's pause for a moment though and take another look at that protest where cops were injured. While there were 
Black Lives Matter and Antifa events taking place across Canada this past weekend, this was not one of them. 


And while the phrase "peaceful protest" has become a joke, this one by all accounts was indeed peaceful, until one 
individual had a troubling meltdown and things spiralled out of control. 


The event wasn't so much a political one as it was economic. 


The protesters were drawing attention to the now downtrodden state of businesses in Toronto's usually vibrant Little 
Jamaica, which has been declining for a couple of years because of a major transit construction project that's made 
it difficult to access shops. 


So what we have is a community, predominantly black, that was taking a stand for small business, entrepreneurship 
and prosperity. They were taking to the streets to build things up, not tear them down. 


It would be nice if these unifying messages about strong communities were amplified more. After all, the polling 
shows that we're not as divided as many would have us believe. 


While one authoritative poll in the U.S. shows that 92% of black Americans support Black Lives Matter, another one 
by Gallup reveals that 81% of black Americans want police to spend the same amount of time or more in their 
neighbourhood. 
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It looks like the vast majority of people definitely want racial justice and oppose police brutality, but they aren't 
exactly backing the Antifa calls to defund or abolish the police, as the current narrative would have you believe. 


(Polling data also shows that black support for Donald Trump has surged by 9 points in the midst of this turmoil - 
another inconvenient fact that you're not going to see widely reported.) 


It's troubling how news outlets and social media will gladly amplify the words of more extreme activists when they 
want to destroy things. But when someone calls for calm - like the parents of Jacob Blake did recently, or like 
George Floyd's brother has done - too many otherwise verbose characters are conveniently, and shamefully, MIA. 


This whole entanglement is now looking similar to what happened in Canada earlier this year during the rail 
blockades. 


The public was initially told a narrative about how First Nations were livid, to the point of violence, at resource 
development in Canada and therefore wanted to shut down the national economy. 


Yet it soon became clear that the bulk of the violence and extremist action was undertaken by mostly white leftist 
groups like Antifa and the unhinged climate zealots from Extinction Rebellion, who had tried to appropriate First 
Nations'issues to further their own agenda. 


In fact, many First Nations voices were angry at the news media for misrepresenting them as anti-development and 
anti-prosperity, when the opposite was true. The majority of the affected communities, as reports started to make 
clear, were in support of the pipeline under discussion. 


It was then heartening to see a lot of voices on social media and elsewhere start talking about how much more they 
had in common with Canada's first peoples than they realized and that maybe it's time to link arms with them more 
frequently. 


Let's hope something positive eventually results from this current turmoil erupting in America and now creeping into 
Canada, one that sees people rooting more for the success of others. 


| find it very hard to believe that anyone other than a small faction of troubled extremists who wield disproportionate 
influence because of their loud and obnoxious online presence really want to see statues of Sir John A. get torn 
down. 


It's time to stop giving these extremists so much attention and start giving more air time to the moderate voices we 
can all get behind. afurey@postmedia.com '@COPYRIGHT=© 2020 Sun Media Corporation. All rights reserved. 


Graphic 


Reuters File; An incendiary device goes off in front of a Kenosha Country Sheriff's vehicle as demonstrators take 
part in a protest following the police shooting of Jacob Blake in Kenosha, Wis., on Aug. 25.; 
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